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Art. XXXI. —Cyclopedia of the Practice of Medicine. Edited by Dr. H 
von Zif.msskn. ' ' * 

' oJ-.Vn- titrates of the Chylopoetic System, together with the Chaptert on 
Diseases of the Ltaso-Pharyngeal Cavity and Pharynx , Laryngitis Phltg. 
monosa, Perichondritis Laryngea, Ulceration! and Tumours, and Aeu rotes 
of the Larynx. By Prof. Hermann Wendt, of Leipzig; Prof. W. Leubf 
of Jena; Dr. O. Leiciitexsteun, of Tubingen; Prof. Arnold Heller’ 
of Kiel; Prof. H. von Ziemshen, of Munich; and Dr. A. Steffen of 
Stettin. Albert H. Bock, M.D., New York, Editor of American Edition. 
8vo. pp. xiv., 1046. New York: William Wood & Co., 1876. 

\ ol. XII. Diseases of the Brain and its Membranes, pp. xii., 902. New 
York: William Wood & Co., 1877. 

The style in which this work is issued by the American publishers unfortunate! r 
renders the volumes bulky and unwieldy, and has necessitated the transfer, in one 
or two instances, of certain chapters from the volume to which they properly be¬ 
long to another in which, if this fact were not known, it would be difficult to 
explain their presence. This is the reason for the chapters on diseases of the 
pharynx and larynx being bound up together with those on diseases of the stomach 
and bowels. This arrangement, although probably as good as can be made under 
the circumstances, is not without its disadvantages* as the student is hardly likely 
to look for a description of the neuroses of the larynx in a volume labelled “Dis- 
eases of the Chylopoetic System.” It would have been better to have included 
in this volume the chapters treating of the affections of some of the organs con¬ 
nected with this system. 

Prof. Heller is the author of the chapters on intestinal parasites; Dr. Leichten- 
stern of those on constrictions, occlusions, and displacements of the intestines; while 
nil the rest of this portion of the work, upwards of 350 pages, is from the pen 
of I rof. Lcube. In the main this gentleman has done his work in a very satis, 
factory manner, hut we cannot but fear that the American physician who expects 
to make this work his guide in practice, will find the descriptions of cholera in¬ 
fantum and cholera morbus exceedingly meagre, not more than six or eight pages 
being given up to the discussion of the pathology, symptomatology, and treatment 
of these diseases. This is certainly a deficiency in a work which devotes forty 
pages in the same volume to a disease of such comparative insignificance as spasm 
of the glottis. It is, moreover, a deficiency which could have been very readilv 
supplied by the American editor or one of his collaborators. 

Dysentery, having been very fully treated of by Dr. Heubner in the first volume 
under the head of acute infections diseases, receives of course only an incidental 
notice in this. Prof. Leube differs from most systematic writers in not according 
to dyspepsia a separate article. This term includes a group of svmptoms which 
it is true are often connected with some organic disease of the stomach, but just 
as often, neither during life nor after death, lias any lesion of thnt organ been 
da-covered. The term is therefore a convenient one for clinical use. The most 
frequent cause of dyspepsia is, in the author’s opinion, chronic gastric catarrh, 
and it is therefore treated of under this head; but he takes care to tell us that he 
considers the custom of regarding persistent dyspepsia as chronic catarrh of the 
stomach as a decided mistake in diagnosis. While it is of course proper to 
restrict the number of terms which like dyspepsia often inclnde a number of differ¬ 
ent pathological processes, it is not always possible to do so, as the author himself 
shows in devoting a section to hmraatemesis, which is no more worthv of separate 
consideration than dyspepsia. 
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Among the results of hjcmnteraesis, Prof. Lcube mentions one to which we do 
not remember ever having had our attention specially called. This is the sudden 
occurrence of an incurable double amaurosis. The ophthalmoscopic examination 
in such cases reveals only a white coloration of the papilbe, and thinning of the 
retinal arteries. The hypothesis, the author says, that the general amemia produced 
bv the loss of blood gives rise to an ameinic condition of the central portion of the 
optic nerves, resulting in a permanent alteration in these nerve centres, is lacking 
in plausibility, because blindness may occur after hwmatemesis in Urn absence of 
marked anmmia; and, on the other hand, because the total blindness remains 
after the symptoms of loss of blood have disappeared. Equally unsatisfactory is 
the hypothesis of an extravasation into the central portions of the optic apparatus, 
particularly the chiasma during vomiting, because the amaurosis has been observed 
to occur independently of this act, as in case reported by Fikentacher, in which 
the amaurosis occurred several days after a concealed gastric hemorrhage. Inas¬ 
much as the amaurosis which follows large bleedings from other organs disappears 
as soon as the patient regains his strength, the author thinks that “between cer¬ 
tain parts of the brain and the vessels or nerves of the stomach, there must exist 
a nexus, which we cannot at present explain, but for the existence of which we 
have at least some evidence in the experiments of Schiff, who found that gastric 
hemorrhages were produced by division of the optic thalami.” 

In looking over these chapters, we have been struck with the very much larger 
use the Germans make of the natural mineral waters than we do. Thus in the 
treatment of ulcer of the stomach the author recommends, for the purpose of ex¬ 
pelling the ingesta from the stomach into the small intestines, the use of the alka¬ 
line saline mineral waters or their salts, apparently preferring among them—as he 
does also in the treatment of chronic gastritis—the Carlsbad water, the efficacy of 
which depends, in his opinion, upon the happy combination of three active salts, 
the chlorido of sodium, the carbonate of soda, and the sulphate of soda. The 
derangement of appetite, and other dyspeptic symptoms which are noticed when 
Glauber’s salt is used alone, seem to be prevented, Prof. Leube says, by the 
presence in the water of the other two salts, one of which, the chloride of sodium, 
promotes digestion, while the other diminishes the excessive acidity of the stomach 
and promotes the solution of the mucus, generally present in excess in these cases. 

• There arc many other points in the treatment of diseases of the stomach to 
which, if we had time, we should be glad to call the reader’s attention; but we 
must content ourselves with saying that like most German authors Prof. Lcube is 
an advocate for the use of the stomach-pump, preferring it in most instances, 
because it removes solid particles as well as liquids, to an instrument consisting 
rimplv of a siphon-apparatus attached to the stomach tube, which 1 ns superseded it 
to pome extent, because it is generally thought that it is less likely to indict injury 
upon the stomach. He goes so far as to say it may occasionally be used in the 
treatment of ulcer of the stomach; and we have ourselves used it with great relief 
to distressing symptoms in a case of carcinoma of the stomach, which we have 
reported elsewhere. 

Prof. Heller and Dr. Leichtcnstcrn’s articles are exhaustive of the subjects of 
which they treat, and we regret that we must dismiss them writh a brief notice. 
The latter recommends that before endeavouring to act upon incarcerations or 
invaginations in the lower part of the ileum by means of injections, the patient 
should be placed under the influence of chloroform or opium, with the view of pro¬ 
ducing relaxation of the ileo-cmcal sphincter, os otherwise no liquid will penetrate 
through this opening into the ileum. He believes that if Hegar’s apparatus, 
which consists simply of a glass funnel, rubber tube, and rectal sound, be used, 
and the patient be placed in a position which reduces the abdominal pressure as 



208 


Bibliographical Notices. 


[Jnlj 


much as possible, jrnch as the knee and elbow, knee and head, or lateral abdomi. 
Onc P °Tk°V‘I! 11 1,0 P 0 "* 1 ' «° introdt.ee four or fire quarts into the j„t«. 
ttne That instrument ,, aLso used by Prof. Heller for the purpose of washt 

SLtXrTT ^ “ infMted b -™'’- eepecially'bv the ^2 

vermiculnm. Simple water, he says, would do yen- well for this pureo-ei-fn, 
to a short time ,t causes the worn., to swell up anti burat-but IhaUnTt^ 
a ogether without aniinjunous elTcet on the intestinnl mucous membrane. Hem 
ni.n'V ’ 0l "!'° n P f '*■*■{• roa P '» distilled water of the strength of fro m w „ 
to two and a half grams to the ounce. This 1ms no unpleasant action upon tt! 
mucousmembrane, but quickly destroy, both the wormsnnd their eggs. ^ 

Dr. Stelfen s article on spasm of the glottis, a disease which wo fkacy i, , m 
much more common on the continent of Europe than in this country, show, ,2 

zzr*™* h *“■* mu ^ -»-z* 


H^^ L H^uSn PraCntol Nothn ^ Ob«*, 

In some rcspccu this volume is superior to its predecessors, but it lacks concur, 
ness and clearness, two attributes which an cncyeloptedi. should always po*«. 
These shortconunp will strike the reader who attempts to use the indci. 

1 he vascular diseases of the brain receive careful treatment by Nothnngcl, and 
this at perhaps the bast part of the book. A consideration of the phv.hLy rf 

rmbukterr!’^'' m " ?ht 1 ' 1 " ! Vari “ tiM “ in cm ' bnJ 

Z ,"Tt “ ‘ rf Wood by displacement of 

the certbro-spmal fluid, ami the content, of the perivascular lymph spaces; tr, 
when the compcnretion thus made is insufficient, by elevation of the intra-ersaid 
prrasure, 2, venous stasis by a retardation of the arterial afflux; 3 , diminution 

and flooding of the lymph spaces; or, where this is insufficient, by diminution of 
the ultra-cranial pressure." This introduction is an admirable preparation f„ 
tomn^r nI T, , l'% “” d ‘' b - v I XT, '' m “‘” which follow. The remarks upon the svmp. 
,n m T; ° f affection are quite graphic, but they art- not dis'lin£ 

and might as well indicate hypera-mia. This objection is a valid one, for both 
r,™ , yP Z’. Ma lrc ' in tbc of instances, simple exprea 

1 ° ** ,° a - Lo ” of blo<xl eitbcr excessive and suddcL, or 

gradual, „ given mi a cause, but "cerebral anwnii." in this case is a misnom.v- 
othtr oqgaiis surenng a, well as the brain. We are glad to see, however, that 
It oUmagel give, greater prominence to form, of cerebral ana-mia which are db- 
met, especially the djn/renrepko/o.Yf of JIarahall Hall. The article, however, 
is confusing, for the symptom, of cerebral anamia and the opposite con,lino,, am 
altu- all sj mptoms which are common to many other cerebral neuroses. 

Iso mention is made of the theory of sleep, which ha, been supposed by many 
writers to depend always upon amentia. This we are glad to ret- for it is by no 
mean, decided that the cerebral vc**ls are empty daring somnolence. He n-fen 
VC£ rensibly to the fret that sleep may be a symptom of cerebral hvpcratmia. 

That this variety of unconsciousness may be dependent upon other conditions 
Uran cerebral amenuu at now pretty moll settled; for not offlv doe, sleep come 

!nr ; ,lT i° Z Unb ' ,,t P ° lit! ° n “ 155nt " tKl - “nd ‘here is a determination 
of blood to the head, but >t ut highly probable that the experiments that bare 
proved to the satisfaction of some observers that sleep depends upon depleted 
vessels, are valueless, a, any opemn; into the skull immediately changes the rela. 
tmn, of the parts, the surface of the brain being exposed to the presume of the 
atmosphere. 1, itntc of amyl may be given to a sleeping person without awaken- 
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iag him, and it ia more probable that sleep is rather the result of depressed cell 
action than of any decided vascular variation. 

The article upon cerebral hyperemia is very full and suggestive. The maniacal, 
paralytic, convulsive, apoplectic, and febrile forms are mentioned, and the observer 
is cautioned in regard to making a diagnosis of the apoplectiform variety, which 
is very rare, the condition most likely being a slight cerebral hemorrhage. 

Cerebral hemorrhage is very extensively considered, over one hundred pages 
being deroted to its description. It is by far the most exhaustive article upon 
the subject that we have read. The author devotes very little attention to post 
paralytic chorea, and briefly quotes Charcot, entirely neglecting the valuable paper 
of our distinguished fellow countryman, Weir Mitchell. The joint troubles are 
also hastily alluded to, while other sequela; do not receive the attention they 
deserve. 

Meningeal hemorrhage is considered in a very superficial manner, the author 
merely alluding to its origin os the result of pachymeningitis interna. 

Cerebral embolism and thrombosis are carefully sketched, the symptomatology 
sod pathology of these conditions being very thoroughly described. The second¬ 
ary softening of hemorrhage and embolism, or thrombosis, are considered identical, 
and no attempt is made to shroud the subject in mystery by describing the seve¬ 
ral varieties of softening, which after all may be a consequence of vascular occlusion. 
The remarks upon diagnosis seem to be anything but extensive, and but one page 
U devoted to treatment. 

Obemicr contributes an excellent chapter upon brain tumours. The sympto¬ 
matology is discussed very systematically, but the rest of the article suffers some¬ 
what in the translation, the German being very literally rendered into English. 
This is to be noticed on page 248, where allusion is made to the psychical condi¬ 
tion. The word illusion is wrongfully used in several instances, the word delusion 
being probably intended. The uuthor lays great stress upon the fact that gliomata 
are almost always the result of injury*, a conclusion which we ore sure is not 
accepted in its entirety by other writers. He calls attention (p. 263) to the 
history of injury as one of the positive signs of the existence of a gliomatous 
tumour, and other equally valuable (?) indications are given upon successive 
pages. This seems to us a refinement of diagnosis which is impossible, for bey ond 
the existence of a syphilitic or tuberculous cachexia or history and its influence, it is 
beyond our power to tell before death what may be the nature of any cerebral 
growth. The advice given by Ohornier that “great care is consequently neces¬ 
sary when precise localizations are attempted,” savors somewhat of the facetious, 
for the positive diagnosis of cerebral tumour is perhaps one of the most difficult in 
the whole range of neurological medicine. 

Huebner's article upon nervous syphilis may be regarded os one of the best in 
the volume, ami is exhaustive and clear. The subject of syphilis of the peripheral 
nerves has hitherto received but little attention. Huebner considers that the 
nerve changes may be primary and secondary, and in the latter, pressure may be 
mule by a neoplasm which produces irritation and ultimately destruction of the 
nerve, though instances are given where nerves have passed directly through a 
syphilitic growth without any structural changes being produced. 

Attention is also called to the extension of infiltration, and to the syphilitic 
degeneration of the nerves themselves as a primary* change. 

The next section of the book, that written by Huguenin, considers the acute 
ind chronic inflammations of the brain and its membranes, and is far from what it 
should be. The matter is badly arranged, and the information contained is very 
spt to confuse the reader. There seems to be an unnecessary* splitting up of the 
wbject, and the subdivisions do not even possess the merit of distinctness. The 
No. CXLVII.— July 1877. 14 
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section upon pachymeningitis externa and interna arc pninfhlly alike: the etiola. 
gienl consideration of these affections being especially tiresome, and there is ti, 
sameness which is so highly characteristic of German literature. The nomenclstere 
is bewildering m the extreme. Pachymeningitis externa, pachymeningitis intern 
leptomeningitis infantum, tubercular meningitis, basilar meningitis with emi 
ventricular effusion, spontaneous purulent meningitis of the convexity, traumatic 
meningitis, metastatic meningitis, meningitis of the convexity, convexity menfo. 
gitis of unknown origin, are a few of the forms mentioned, which, we think, might 
be condensed under three or four headings; and it is impossible, without prat 
labour and an unwarranted expenditure of time, to discover what one really desire 
to find out in this badly arranged collection of matter. 

Hitzig’s articles upon atrophy of the brain conclude the book; and that upon 
general paralysis of the insane is especially good in its description of pathologies] 
changes. The bibliography of the subject is quite extensive, but one cannot help 
noticing the absence of English names from the list. 

The defect of the volume before us seems to be the verbose character of all the 
articles, and it is necessary to read many dry uninteresting pages before one is 
reached which contains the information of which we are in search. 

A. McL. H. 


Art. XXXII.— Clinical and Physiological Researches on the Nervous System. 

No. 1 . On the Localization of Movements in the Brain. By J. Hughusgs 

Jackson, M.D., F.R.C.P., etc. 8vo. pp. xlviii., 37. London: J. & A. 

Churchill, 1875. 

. TnE present essay Bret appeared in the Lancet in 1873. It is now the intco- 
tion of the author to collect certain of his fugitive contributions to neurology, tint 
have been published during the last few j eare in the Lancet, Medical Times ami 
Gazette, London Hospital Reports, Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital Reports, 
etc., and issue them in uniform style, with preface, annotations, and appcniliz, to 
bring them to date and make them fully in accord with more recent observations. 
The others of the scries, announced as preparing, arc "On Tumors of the Brain 
and Optic Neuritis," “ On Syphilitic Affections of the Nervous System,” “Affec¬ 
tions of Sight in Diseases of the Nervous System," and “ The’Physiology and 
Pathology of Language.” 

■nie vievra of Dr. Hnghlings Jackson on the localization of movements in tic 
brain are sufficiently familiar to our readers to warrant the omission of an extended 
notice of this reprint, the preface to which is rather more extensive than the 
original article. 

The general principle underlying this clinical study may be briefly stated to be 
that paralysis and convulsion are not only symptoms of disease, but supply evidence 
bearing on the localization of movements and impressions in the brain, which, 
from this point of view, becomes the'study of the effects of “destroying lesions” 
and of the effects of “discharging lesions.” So that these symptoms represent 
experiments on the human brain made by disease, and their phenomena may be 
considered as imperfectly imitating and supplementing the investigations upon 
inferior animals made by the hand of the physiologist. 

Some of the conclusions of the author may be very briefly summarized as fol¬ 
lows :— 

Molecular motion is the sub-stratum of all mental processes, including sensation 
and memory. 


